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National Abbreviated Dialing Update and Public Awareness Campaign

The 811 deadline is just around the corner. Effective on Friday, April 13, 2007 all telecommunication companies are mandated by the FCC ruling to have 811 programmed in their networks to allow 811 dialed calls to reach the appropriate state one call center. Of the telecommunication companies operating in Alabama, we have heard back from thirty nine (39) of them stating that they have completed their switch programming and have either turned up the 811 number already or will have it in place by Friday the 13th.  

On March 29, 2007, as part of our Annual Membership Meeting, Alabama One Call hosted an 811 Summit with a representative from Common Ground Alliance (CGA) to discuss the 811 initiatives, its history and the public awareness campaign that has been developed.  The Public Awareness campaign is scheduled for rollout in Washington, D.C. on May 1, 2006.  This will include a media event at the Nation’s Capital.  National Campaign launch partners include John Deere, Associated General Contractors and Vonage.

Alabama One Call intends to advertise 811 in addition to our current local and toll free numbers and view this as another avenue to contact underground facility owners prior to digging. This number will be most beneficial, initially, to those who do not engage in excavation on a routine basis.

For the limited number of N11 numbers available to be assigned for designated usage, the 811 program shows the commitment from the federal government on 

the need to ensure damages to underground facilities are as limited as possible if not completely eliminated. We hope the emphasis shown to this cause, as exampled in the assigning of 811, will be additional leverage for our state legislation enhancements.

Additional information about 811 as well as the campaign materials can be found and available for download at 

www.call811.com.



The Underground Damage Prevention Legislation has been introduced into the Alabama House and the Alabama Senate for the 2007 Legislative Session.


The Senate Bill (SB302) was introduced by Senator E. B. McClain from District 19 – Jefferson County.  The legislation has been referred to the Commerce, Transportation and Utilities Committee.  A public hearing was held on Thursday, March 29th. However, the AOC was not given prior notice of this hearing and was not in attendance. Due to the nature of the legislation and some of the opposition, the committee agreed to hold over the vote on the legislation until a second public hearing can be held for further comments to be presented.  We do not have an exact date yet for this public hearing but expect it to be sometime the week of April 23rd.  Please keep updated by visiting our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.al1call.com/state_law.html" ��http://www.al1call.com/state_law.html� for new information. 


The House Bill (HB480) was introduced by Representative Ronald Grantland from District 9 – Cullman and Morgan Counties. That legislation is scheduled to be assigned to the Commerce Committee but is pending the action of the legislation in the originating house which is the Senate.


The current opposition we have noted is still from the Electric Cities and the Electric Cooperatives who are asking for exemptions from the mandatory membership provision. We have asked them for information on the amount of underground facilities their members – who are not current AOC members – operate to allow us to provide them some idea of the number of locate requests they should receive and the associated costs.


The other opposition is from the railroads, State DOT and County DOTs. They are against the mandatory participation – having to call before you dig – provision as well as the mandatory membership provision for any underground facilities they may own and operate. They have asked that the exemptions they have under the current legislation be carried forward in this version of the proposed legislation.


Enclosed is a list of the Committee Members for both the House and the Senate. We are asking that you contact them and show your support for this legislation and express any concerns you may have with the potential exemptions.


This information is also posted on our website for download on the state law page.

















LOBBYIST CONTACT:





Alabama One Call has a lobbyist working to represent us in the 2007 session. If you have governmental relations personnel that would like to assist him please have them contact:


John Teague �Government Affairs, Inc. �334-265-8086
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